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50th Anniversary of the decision
r. Robert Ellis Smith(1940-2018) and his Privacy Journal (2014)
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September 2014 Volume 40, Number 11 - Electronic Edition

Japan Pushes Forward on Reforms

Fifty years ago this month, the district court in
Tokyo nuwm/ul privacy as “the legal right
and assurance that one’s privaie life will not be
unreasonably disclosed to the public.”

This decision led to legal and social reforms in
Japan culminating this year in creation of an
independent commission to take steps to assure
the proper handling of personal identifying
numbers and other personal information,

This effort was long advocated by Masao
Horibe, a law professor at Hitotsubashi Univ-
ersity in Tokyo who specialized in what had
been an overlooked concept in Japanese culture:
that individuals are entitled to safe havens and
protections from exploitation of their personal
information. His efforts were regarded as instru-
mental in passage of a national data protection
law in 2005. He was also instrumental in re-
cognizing the concept of public access to gov-
ernment documents.

When the Japanese government declared |
year an intention fo be “the world’s most ad-
vanced IT nation,” Horibe was & ed the
responsibility to convene a working party on
personal data, to deliberate on how to change
the current personal data protection system. Its
report fed to the establishment of a new
independent supervisory Data Protection Auth-
ority last January, and Horibe - after more than
50 years experience in freedom of information
and privacy — was appointed chair by the Prime
Minister, with five other commissioners.

PRIVACY JOURNAL Publisher Robert Ellis Smith
interviewed the emeritus professor in the com-
mission’s office in downtown Tokyo last month.
The authority, which now employs 40 staff
members, has a focused responsibility, to pro-
tect against abuses of personal identifiers and
other specific personal information “while
taking into account [their] utility.” But Horibe
has used this narrow authority to promote
privacy impact statements among national and
local government agencies (with guidelines

puhll\hul April 18). While the commission has
supervisory authority over national and local
rnment agencies, Professor Horibe also has

sserted duth(mly to “enlighten” private bu
nesses on data protection nml to offer opinions
to the Prime Minister and report to the Diet (the
parliament).

He also foresees expanding the functions and
powers of the current commission into an indep-
endent data protection authority, much like
those in European nations. He expects that by
next January the parliament will receive a pro-
posal to do this.

PRIVACY JOURNAL OCTOBER 2014

From Masao Horibe, chair, Data Protection
Authority, Japan: Thank you very much for
the article “Japan Pushes Forward on Reforms”
in your PRIVACY JOURNAL September 2014, [
am very much impressed by it. You reported,
“[Horibe’s] efforts were regarded as instrument-
al in passage of a national data protection law in
2005.” That should be 2003.

“Its report led to the establishment of a new
independent supervisory Data  Protection
Authority last January” should be replaced by
“His 2011 report.” . . . With five other
[ joners” should be placed by “with
two other commissioners.”
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Japan Pushes Forward on Reforms (Privacy Journal September 2014)®D
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» Fifty years ago this month, the district court in Tokyo recognized privacy as ‘the
legal right and assurance that one’s private life will not be unreasonably
disclosed to the public.”

» This decision led to legal and social reforms in Japan culminating this year in
creation of an independent commission to take steps to assure the proper
handling of personal identifying numbers and other personal information.
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» This effort was long advocated by Masao Horibe, a law Professor at Hitotsubashi
University in Tokyo who specialized in what had been an overlooked concept in
Japanese culture that individuals are entitled to safe havens and protections from
exploitation of their personal information. His efforts were regarded as
instrumental in passage of a national data protection law in 2003. He was also
instrumental in recognizing the concept of public access to government
documents.
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 When the Japanese government declared last year an intention to be ‘the world’s
most advanced IT nation,” Horibe was assigned the responsibility to convene a
working party on personal data, to deliberate on how to change the current
personal data protection system. Its report led to the establishment of a new
independent supervisory Data Protection Authority last January, and Horibe -after
more than 50 years experience in freedom of information and privacy - was
appointed chair by the Prime Minister, with two other commissioners.
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Japan Pushes Forward on Reforms (Privacy Journal September 2014)@
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« PRIVACY JOURNAL. Publisher Robert Ellis Smith interviewed the emeritus professor in the
commission’s office in downtown Tokyo last month. The authority, which now employs 40 staff
members, has focused responsibility, to protect against abuses of personal identifiers and other
specific personal information “while taking into account [their] utility.” But Horibe has used the
narrow authority to promote privacy impact assessments among national and local government
agencies (with guidelines published April 18). While the commission has supervisory authority
over national and local government agencies, Professor Horibe also has assessed authority to
“enlighten” private businesses on data protection and to offer opinions to the Prime Minister and
report to the Diet (the parliament).
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Japan Pushes Forward on Reforms (Privacy Journal September 2014)%
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* He also focusses expanding the functions and power of the current commission
into an independent data protection authority, much like those in the European
nations. He expects that by next January the parliament will receive a proposal to

do this.
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